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67 ABSTRACT

An optical scanning device comprising means for scanning
optical record carriers of predetermined different formats,
such as CDs and DVDs, using scanning at different numeri-
cal apertures provided by an optical diaphragm. The optical
diaphragm comprises cholesteric liquid crystal material of
one or more selected helical pitches which provide the
diaphragm with desired wavelength- and/or polarization-
selective characteristics.
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